STATE OF ALABAMA

§

LAUDERDALE COUNTY

§

The Lauderdale County Commission convened at the Lauderdale County Courthouse in the
City of Florence, Alabama at 9:00 a.m. on the 25th day of June, 2007. The meeting was called to
order by the Judge of Probate who acted as Chairman. Upon roll call the following members
answered present:
William Smith

Commissioner, District 1

D.C. Thornton

Commissioner, District 1
Chairman, Pro tempore

Ronnie L. Brown

Commissioner, District 2

Larry Irons

Commissioner, District 2

Legal Counsel:
Christopher A. Smith

County Attorney

D.C. Thornton, Chairman, Pro-tempore, upon declaration of a quorum being present, opened
the meeting for the transaction of business. Commissioner Thornton stated that Dewey Mitchell, the
Ex-Officio Chairman was absent due to necessary conference travel.
The invocation was delivered by Commissioner William Smith.
Commissioner Irons moved, seconded by Commissioner Brown that the agenda be approved
for immediate consideration. There being no discussion and upon a vote taken, motion unanimously
approved.
Commissioner Brown moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith that the minutes of the last
meeting be approved for recording. There being no discussion and upon a vote taken, motion
unanimously approved.
Commissioner Irons moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith that a resolution be adopted
approving a one year contract renewal with Browning Ferris Industries for disposal of solid waste.
Contract renewal is under the same terms and conditions and for the same price of $19.00 per ton
and will be effective October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008. There being no further
discussion and upon a vote taken, motion unanimously approved. Resolution is herein recorded and
made a part of these minutes.
Commissioner Smith moved, seconded by Commissioner Brown that a resolution be
adopted recognizing the Town of Killen, Alabama upon the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the
Town’s incorporation. There being no discussion and upon a vote taken, motion unanimously

information with the board. There being no further discussion and upon a vote taken, motion
unanimously approved. Agreement is herein recorded and made a part of these minutes.
Commissioner Brown moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith that a resolution be
adopted authorizing payment of a bill submitted by Missy Hibbett, Circuit Clerk and Absentee
Election Manager. The bill is for absentee clerical assistance pay in the amount of $400.00, payable
to Denise Moore, an employee of the Circuit Clerk. The work was done for the June 5, 2007
Constitutional Amendment Election and is for 40 hours work at $10.00 per hour. There being no
further discussion and upon a vote taken, motion unanimously approved. Resolution is herein
recorded and made a part of these minutes.
Commissioner Brown moved, seconded by Commissioner Irons that a resolution be adopted
authorizing and implementing a one-half cent sales and use tax in Lauderdale County for the
purpose of industrial development. In partnership with Colbert County the proceeds of the tax will
be used to establish an economic development fund to attract industry into the Shoals area and
increase employment opportunities for its citizens. Tax is to be collected beginning August 1, 2007
pursuant to Legislative Act 2007-352. Commissioner Irons spoke in favor of the tax stating that the
proposed “Tiger Project” would receive an incentive from this fund should they locate in Colbert
County. Commissioner Irons further stated that this could be one of the largest employment
opportunities for the area since the 1950’s when Reynolds and Ford Motor Company were located
in the Shoals. He spoke of the millions and billions of dollars coming into the area from the
construction phase of the project through the actual operations and of all the opportunities this
would provide for the future. Commissioner Smith stated that he appreciated the work of Governor
Riley, the Alabama Development Office and others on a Federal, State and local level and that he
supported the creation of a fund to support development; however he stated he was opposed to the
levy of a tax without a vote of the people. He stated that it was untrue that the area must pass taxes
to fund economic development and that many options were available. He further stated that those
options had, unfortunately, not been explored. He suggested that the additional three percent TVA
in lieu of tax could be used to support a five million bond issue to finance the incentive fund.
Commissioner Brown stated that he felt this was the best thing to happen to Lauderdale County ever
and that this was one of the first such funds in Alabama, signaling that Lauderdale County is headed
forward. Commissioner Thornton stated that incentives are now a requirement in the recruitment of
industry, citing examples of the SCA Tissue Plant, Hundai, Honda and others. He stated that this
county had 1200 to 1500 high school graduates that will need jobs. Commissioner Irons stated that
this action will change the face of the Shoals. He briefly explained that the funds raised by the tax
will be controlled by a Committee established by legislation and made up of elected officials of the
Shoals. Following further brief discussion, a vote was taken. The motion passed with the following

The invoiced bills were audited, allowed and ordered paid upon a motion made by
Commissioner Brown and seconded by Commissioner Irons. Following a brief discussion of the
bills, and upon a vote taken, motion unanimously approved.
Mr. John Hargett, a citizen of Florence, was recognized by the Chairman for public
comment. Mr. Hargett stated that taxes can be repealed. He quoted from Section 35 of the
Constitution saying that the main role of government is to protect citizens in the enjoyment of life,
liberty and property. He spoke of socialism, self-intent and service in the business community
through free enterprise and the negative impact of government intervention in such matters. Mr.
Hargett further suggested that the Commission should contact Professor Walter Williams to come
and speak on basic economics.
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned
upon a motion made by Commissioner Irons and seconded by Commissioner Thornton.

CHECKS ISSUED JUNE 11, 2007 THROUGH JUNE 24, 2007

GENERAL FUND
CHECK # 35331-35381

471,154.66

GASOLINE TAX FUND
CHECK # 12420-12433

199,117.89

RSVP FUND
CHECK # 14672-14680

4,987.62

REAPPRAISAL FUND
CHECK # 8068-8081

22,583.09

SOLID WASTE FUND
CHECK # 3210-3222

103,999.53

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE FUND
CHECK # 24419-24476

227,514.72

LEPA FUND
CHECK # 5839-5846
GENERAL - SPECIAL
CHECK # 620
PUBLIC HIGHWAY & TRAFFIC FUND
CHECK # 392
AGRI-BUSINESS FUND
CHECK # 2774-2777

3,894.47

500,000.00

46,744.99

846.52

TOTAL

2,018,582.74

ABSENT
_______________________________
Dewey D. Mitchell, Chairman
Lauderdale County Commission

_______________________________
William Smith, Commissioner
District 1

_______________________________
D.C. Thornton, Commissioner
District 1

_______________________________
Ronnie L. Brown, Commissioner
District 2
ATTEST:

_______________________________
Larry Irons, Commissioner
District 2
________________________________
Administrator

